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Family Theories in All American
The US has one of the most developed entertainment industries globally. The likes of Hollywood wow and excite not only audiences in America but worldwide with films and TV shows of different genres. These films and movies are used to expound and share on a wide range of societal issues. One notable aspect that has been a common theme in many TV shows in the recent is that of portrayal of families. Considering the liberal nature of the American society, there are different types of families shown in these movies. These range from ordinary families with both parents to those that comprise of parents of the same gender that have been allowed to adopt children and raise them as their own. There are also families that are plagued by drugs and substance abuse, conflicts and domestic abuses. Overall, there are various theories that assist in explaining the families in TV shows and movies. The All American TV show that premiered on the CW in 2018 is a vivid example of a TV series that portrays typical families in the American society. The paper purposes to examine and explain the theme of family in the TV series All American using the different family theories. 
The TV series All American showcases several families of African American descent. While some of the families live in suburban neighborhoods characterized by well-built houses with adequate amenities and resources, others are live in poverty-stricken regions where crime, drugs and substance abuse is the order of the day. Similarly, the TV show also depicts single parent families with women playing the roles of sole breadwinners. There are also families with both parents in the picture but plagued with different challenges and issues. To have a vivid picture of the families in the TV show, it is prudent to use family theories that were highlighted and discussed in the readings. The first theory or perspective that explains the families in the TV show is structural/ functional. For instance, the family of the protagonist and one of the main characters in the movie in Spencer James is shown as a platform that the members obtain their strength and confidence. Despite being a single parent family, the members have remained strongly united and confide with one another on almost everything. On the contrary, the family of Tamia Cooper, Spencer’s lesbian best friend is a sharp contrast. They are distant and hardly engage in conversations. The same case is replicated in the family of Coach Baker. The latter family is best explained through the family theory of conflict. They are characterized by lack of consensus and social inequality (Allen & Henderson, 2018). The third family theory and which is embodied through the family of Spencer James is that of family systems. This is because the family members act as interconnected parts in which changes in one part, create changes in other parts. Nonetheless, all parts work towards equilibrium (Zimmer, 2016). This was witnessed when Spencer got a sponsorship to play football in one the most prestigious schools in the region and which accorded him a better opportunity of becoming successful. Members of his family made sacrifices to ensure that he attended his new school without fail and that he furthered his dream of playing professional football. 
Additionally, it is essential to note that television and movie images contribute to myths about family. This is because for TV shows such as the All American to wow and excite audiences they have to depict real-life drama and events. They have to showcase ordinary and typical families in the American environment. Furthermore, definitions of family have significant influences over individuals and the society. Individuals grow up with the notion that families with both parents in the picture as ideal. As such, they force themselves in abusive relationships that only leave them miserable. Nonetheless, changes in society are beginning to affect family set ups. This is particularly the case in some of the states in America where persons of the same gender have been allowed to marry and start families. This was not the case and it was unthinkable in the not so distant past.
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